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FROM VICE-CHANCELLOR'S DESK

I am happy to know that the
 Paralakhemundi Campus of Centu-
-rion University is bringing out its
 first newsletter “Centurion Apprise”™
‘ ) and students are actively participat-

\ ing in materializing it as a part of

\ | | their CSR progamme.

I understand, the newsletter will reflect all the day to day
events, achievements. issues and aspirations of students of
the Campus. It will be a useful medium for the students to
express their views on the matters pertaining to them.
Being a new University, many events take place for the first
time in the campus, such as commencement of new
academic programme, organizing
seminar/conferences/workshops/training programmes on
important areas, promotion of research and development
activities etc., to keep in pace with other established and
renowned institutes and universities in India. In addition,
our University holds many co-curricular events under CSR
programme and many faculty. as well as students earn cred-
ibility based on their merit and performance. All these to be
highlighted in the media as well as in our website to make
people aware of the University. I hope our newsletter “Cen-
turion Apprise” would definitely bridge this gap by high-
lighting all the information to everyone.

Best wishes. _[') e &

MESSAGE FROM REGISTRAR

Welcome to the first edition of our
NEWS LETTER.

With this newsletter, it is aimed to
communicate with all the associates,
keep them updated about the work
culture and help them to know

I wish the editorial team good luck and I hope this newslet-
ter enables the readers get great insights about CUTM

Parlakhemundi. 9\. \\"\)ﬂj‘/‘/
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VICE PRESIDENT’S PROJECTION ON NEW APPROACHTO

LEARNING

Dear Students,

I thought I will share some of my thoughts regarding
leaming in cutrent environment in CUTM. Perhaps it
1s also a reflection of how the present day youth learn.

I would urge most of you to read
the Ivan Illich book “Deschooling Society” written in
1971. Illich critiqued the modem institutionalization
of education through schooling and Universities. He
was for de-institutionalization of education system. In
fact such is his foresight that he predicted in 1971 itself
that “education networks™ aided by technology will
perhaps be the best alternative.

Illich argued that the
use of technology to create decentral-
ized webs could support the goal of
creating a good educational system.
The following quotes sum up some of
“A good educational system should
have three purposes: it should provide
all who want to learn with access to
available resources at any time in their
lives: empower all who want to share
what they know to find those who

want to leam 1tfmmfhem and,—
Prof. D.N. Rao

Vice President CUTM

finally. furnish all who want to present
an issue to the public with the oppor-
tunity to make their challenge
l ”

“The operation of a peer-matching network would be
simple. The user would identify himself by name and
address and describe the activity for which he sought a
peer. A computer would send him back the names and
addresses of all those who had inserted the same
description. It is amazing that such a simple utility has
never been used on a broad scale for publicly valued
activity.

However, India is a country where bullock
carts co-exist with airplanes. We have just legislated
“Right to Education™ which is nothing but “Right to
Schooling”™. We have pretty much outlawed any edu-
cation which is not school based.

The present generation has the following chal
lenges while learning:-

There are too many ways to leam. Often it
creates confusion in the minds of students.

There is too much to learn; The content has
increased manifold.

The context is very dynamic: the environ-
ment seems to change too fast. It could be
disconcerting to be on toes for ever.

Too much exposure has had an impact on
abnhty to absfract or conceptualize; there is
perhaps less need to conceptualize
now than there was in the past.

I do not think the teachers and the
system have actually grasped the
changes in the leamers as well as
the environment. It is perhaps also
difficult to fully grasp such changes
given the framework of schooling
that exist.

Is it possible that we can break
from this in Centurion? Can we
create a “learner hub” which is
peering oriented? Shall we experi-
ment with some courses?

Can we the student community sit for a day and
look at a course, to start with, and design how
they would like the learning to be facilitated?
Can we take a break from the boring school and
redesign our learning environment? Do think
about it.
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CUTM INTRODUCES SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE SCIENCE(SOA)

The University has newly introduced a 4 year B.Sc (Agriculture) and B.Tech. (Agriculture) programme
from 2013-14 academic year looking into the demand of the course in the present scenario with an intake of
273 students from various states like Andhra Pradesh. West Bengal. Odisha. Bihar and Jharkhand.

The campus being located in the foot
hill of Eastern Ghat, creates condu-
cive environment for agricultural ‘ b

study. The spreading of University - ! 1 lr L TN L IR i

campus with rich flora and fauna - — &
would be a hub for farm house study. & = - LI L |
The Academic programme has been S m B H e el BTt I

framed with a balanced theory and
practical based curriculum which
promote exploration. innovation and
research.

This new wing of CUTM is headed by Prof. (Dr.) Bijaya kumar Jena, Dean (Retired professor from OUAT

Bhubaneswar) supported by a team of nine more eminent and well qualified faculty members. The entire
infrastructure required to cater the need of the students has already been established. Presently four capa-
cious e-classrooms and 6 well equipped laboratories are provided to conduct all the theory and practical
classes. In addition. students have been provided with major metrological equipment such as Stevenson
Screen, rain gauge, wind vane, anemometer, sunshine recorder. open pan evaporometer from the very begin-
ning to enlighten the students about the different equipment in advance.

MESSAGE FROM DEAN SOA

I feel privileged to share my views in the periodic newsletter published by “Centurion University of
Technology & Management Parlakhemundi. a premier University in the state of Odisha, which
includes updates and information from around the University.

Indian Agicuhure 1s nowfacingfargwaterand newer challenges of global
competitiveness, increasing productivity with lesser input and natural
resources. environmental sustainability and climate change In view of
problems and challenges faced for rapid industrialization and sustainability of
agriculture-based economy in our country. now search for quality assurance
in higher education is getting centre-stage. In this context. the global trend
towards standardization of all agricultural products and equipment will lead to
greater demand for agricultural professionals. The increasing demand for
agro-products, the efforts toward attaining greater efficiency in the agricul- p_ » (Dr) Bijaya kumar
tural industry and the emphasis of conservation of scare resources would also 7. Dean SOA

result in higher job. '

Keeping this scenario in mind, our University has started B.Sc.Ag and

B.Tech Ag programme under School of Agriculture Science to give a new

dimension to the schemes related to Agriculture Education.

I wish all success of the Newsletter Publication.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY EXCELLENCE AWARD

/" Dr. Prajna Pani, Associate Professor English and Mr. Abinash Gaya, Asst Professor, ECE
were jointly felicited with Faculty Excellence Award, 2013 from Centurion University of

Technology and Management, Odisha.

Ph.D AWARDED
Dr. Banita Mallick Dr. Susanta Ku. Patnaik
Asst. Professor ,Basic Science and Aumanities Asst. Professor , Enqlish
f . h rReceived honour roll at the oy
Aw&d PhD in Math- 8th convocation, Berhampur
ematics from Berhampur University for his Phd in

University on “Some English on "A study of Lin-
§ Aspects of Smmnblhty guistic features in
o .i:i-'i' Theory and Application™ R K Narayan's The Guide &
e during 2013. The Bachelor of Arts” during
2013.

FIRST FELLOWSHIP FROM CUTM IN MIND TREE

Faith can move mountains and yield grains from infertile land. In life
attitude matters more than aptitude. Each of us moving along with an
attitude to serve our society will culminate into greatest discoveries
and inventions in mankind. Giving an example of above said are the
two geniuses of Jitm Deeptiman and Anshuman Pattnaik, CSE
students from our Paralakhemundi campus, from our 2009-2013
B.Tech course. Their hard work, sincererity and persistent effort have
resulted in creating an Odia dictionary under the guidance of
Asst Professor Mr. Sashi Bhusan Maharana(C.S.E.) , which now has

o
Deeptiman AND Anshuman a vocabulary of 55,000 words.
(computer science and enginering)
Their demonstration to N. S. Parthasarathy (President, and Co-founder of Mindtree), and later Subroto
Bagchi, resulted in their being awarded the first Mindtree fellowship so they can pursue their dream. In the
month July. they visited IIT Mumbai, where they worked with Prof Pushpak Bhattacharyya and team and
leamt about machine translation from the experts. Anshuman and Deeptiman will now work with the guid-

ance and support of the IIT researchers.
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PRESIDENT’S QUOTE IN TIMES HIGHER
EDUCATION MAGZINE, LONDON

The welfare of society lies in the hands of educational institutions
and systems. The value of education doesn't lie only in gaining
knowledge but it does lie in acquiring the wisdom to utilize that
knowledge in such a way that it is useful for the prosperity of the
developing society. As good things will always show low result in
early stage only few can do well. But, in spite of many obstacles Cen-
turion University of Technology and Management in the eastern state
of Odisha is conducting many social welfare activities by providing a
platform connecting government with the people. The activities
include providing employability to school dropouts, vocational train-
ing, technical education, and rural management programme. It strives
each year to help 15,000 young people from rural communities into
work, with a goal of 1,000,000 by 2022.

CUTM has also created many social entrepreneurship initiatives. Prof (Dr.) Mukti K. Mishra
One “Gram Tarang™ inclusive development services has brought UTY
banking and financial services to 4 million of some of the most remote FRESIDENT . CUTM
households in rural India and many more.

As the action speaks louder than words the work of CUTM was recognized throughout the world. An article
‘RURAL IS OFF THE RANKING RADAR’ written by Prof. Mukti K. Mishra, President of CUTM was pub-
lished in TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION MAGAZINE. In this article he has strongly disclosed his opinion
that league tables should recognize the work of community focused institutions in the developing world. He
concluded his article saying that in reflecting on one component of ranking success-citations-it strikes him
that researchers worldwide should be citing centurion work, rather than centurion scholars citing other
researchers. Alas. this does not happen; ranking continue to neglect real-world impact.
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ACADEMICS

STUDENT WORKSHOP

ROBOSPECIES Workshop On the first day the studeats were

given an introduction on robotics and
Arduino Microcontroller System.

The second day covered Image Pro-
cessing Using Matlab Software
followed by making of roborts by indi-
visual team within a fixed time period
of 2 hrs. They made their wireless line
follower robot with the help of the
instructors from ROBOSPECIES.

All the teams participated in the given
arena and one who won had the best
timing of 17 seconds. Finally the best 3
teams were selected as semi-finalists
at the Tech-Fest to be held at IIT
Hyderabad.

- . i As a whole, it was a grand success and
Department of Electrical and Electronics Engg. has organised a g dents got to learn a lot and simulta-

student workshop on robotics in collaboration with ROBOSPECIES neously having lots of fun togather .
on 14th and 15th of September 2013. It was a two day workshop
conducted by Mr_Arpit Gupta and Mr Pranjal Kumar from ROBOS-
PECIES . Total 36 students from different branches have attended

forming 9 teams .
X-GEN Workshop

Department of Computer Science and Engi-
neering has organised a two day workshopon |81
advanced technologies in game development in
association with X-GEN Academy of Animation
on 28th and 29th of September 2013. The
program facilitated the participants a worthy
knowledge about HTML game development,
Graphics technology used in web-page design- |
ing, Stereography and Latest trends in Photogra-
phy.

Resource persons from X-GEN Delhi Mr. Pankaj Kumar Das:Centre Head, Mr.Deepek Singh :HTML
game developer. Mr.VijaySaha GraphicsDesign Mr.SashikantRoy:Photography. Mr NiharRanjan
Choudhary:Stereography .provided very informative lectures and guidance with highly instructive materi-
als for self-elaboration on the above mentioned topics. This workshop was one of its kind as it was con-
ducted for the first time in the history of our campus.
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SAES 2K13
Department of ECE and EEE have organised a two days National Student workshop on’” Software Applica-
tions for Engineering and Sciences’” from 17th to 18th August 2013. In this programme the students were
given a golden opportunity to learn different aspects of software applications separately. The courses offered
for ECE students are Introduction to MATLAB by Prof. M. Murali: ECE, CUTM. MATLAB Applications by
Prof. Aswin kumar; ECE, CUTM., Introduction to Autocad by Prof A I Naidu Mech Engg CUTM,

Introduction to Simulink and Labview by Prof. K. Hart
Krishna, ECE, CUTM, Array Antenna Design using
HESS by Prof. Sameer chakravarthy, GA for engineer-
ing applications Prof A Satish, PSO for Engineering
Applications by Prof. Sameer Chakravarthy, Genetic
Algorithm by Prof. A. Satish. Courses offered for EEE
students are PLC Automation by G.H Krishna Kumar,
VIZAG STEEL, SCADA Power System Protection by
G.H Krishna Kumar, Modeling with MATLAB by Prof.
Ranjan Kumar Mallick.. Besides the professors from
CUTM. resource person and experienced faculties from
different renowned organisations contributed to this
workshop.

WORKSHOP ON FINANCIAL EDUCATION

A workshop on Financial Education was organized by Mr. Abhaya Kumar Muduli, Lecturer in Finance,
SEBI Financial Education Resource Person, CUTM, Paralakhemundi on 31st August 2013 for B. Sc Agni-
culture students. The workshop was judged as great success for participants as the topics covered in the
workshop was highly needed but never expected. The workshop created a consciousness among the partici-
pants how they can be financially responsible citizen. The some of the topics covered in the workshop were
Importance of Maintaining Budget, Time Value of Money, Importance of Saving and Investment, Invest-
ment Opportunities Available for Young Investors, Effects of Inflation on our Life, Impact of Exchange
Rate on our economy, Understanding Ponzi Schemes, Roll of SEBI, SCORES, IRDA RBLAMFI, Role of

Banking Ombudsman, Securities Market.

It is said that an informed investor is an empowered investor. The world of money is simple and complex at
the same time. It is simple for those who try to understand the situation at hand and take time to think before
making a decision. It is complex for those who are not keen on doing the required homework. Financial edu-
cation helps one understand critical concepts related to money matters. It also makes one aware of the road-
blocks and pot-holes on the road to one’s life’s financial journey. Being able to plan your finances is one
immediate benefit of financial education.

WORKSHOP ON STEP UP FOR SUCCESS

A workshop was organised on 6th September. 2013 for the B.Tech 3rd Semester Civil and 5th Semester
Mechanical(B) engineering students on “STEP UP FOR SUCCESS” Mr.Santosh Kumar Pattnaik and
Mr Kulamani Thakur members of State Bank Learning Centre Gopalpur-on-Sea were leading the seminar







